
  

      October 18, 2019  
 
Dear friend of Kulu Mele, 
 
With community help, we publish a book, a coloring book/zine, and a poster in celebration of Kulu 
Mele’s 50th birthday. These materials are not ends in themselves. They are tools we learn from and 
with. Ways that we fulfill commitments to share back collective legacies and build the futures we 
need.  
 
We value word of mouth and community knowledge. These publications are first compilations of 
shared experiences, incomplete offerings. Call and response is ongoing, raising corrections and 
additions. Recirculation processes (like publishing) stimulate memories and movement. Details can 
shift, come back, come alive, change.  
 
To aid this process of collective reflection, we recirculate this sampling from our research. Two Kulu 
Mele programs and five Philadelphia Tribune articles give close-up glimpses of Kulu Mele’s earliest 
years (1968-1976). The 50-year working timeline (used in the process) offers contextual glimpses.1 
With thanks to John Wilkie, KM historian and to Alonzo Kittrels and the Philadelphia Tribune. Enjoy 
and reflect!  
 
Materials include:  

1. “Muntu Cultural Festival Attracts Wide Interest.” Philadelphia Tribune (16 July 1968) 9.  
2. An African American Dance Company. Kulu Mele meaning “Speaking for our Ancestors.” [KM program] 4 pp. c. 

1971-2. 
3. “Kulu Mele to Open Black Arts Festival.” Philadelphia Tribune (31 October 1972) 22. 
4. “Black Arts Tribute to Black History.” Philadelphia Tribune (12 February 1974) 8. 
5. “Afro-American Dancers Speak for Their Ancestors on Sunday.” Philadelphia Tribune (2 August 1975) 7. 
6. “Free Open Air Fest Continues at Lee Ctr.” Philadelphia Tribune (3 August 1976) 11. 
7. Kulu Mele Afrikan-American Dance Ensemble. The Authenticity of Afrikan American Culture. . . [KM program] 4 

pp. c. 1976-7. 
8. Kulu Mele: African Dance & Drum Ensemble (1969-2019->): movement stories [an abbreviated 50th 

anniversary timeline] 5 pp, 2019.  
9. Full set of KM O&tP postcards [6] 

 
We invite you. This project is collectively sourced and co-created. Share your thoughts on Kulu 
Mele, O&tP, the premiere performance, any and all of these publications and materials, and where 
we go from here: kulumele50@kulumele.org 
 
 
 

 
1 Additional materials are in the KMO&tP 2018-2020 Project Archive. 
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What is Ogun & the People to you?  
 
Kulu Mele’s Ogun & the People / Celebrating 50 years (1969-2019)  
www.kulumele.org • kulumele50@kulmele.org • 484.202.0524 
 
Inspired by the voices of its ancestors, Kulu Mele African Dance & Drum Ensemble preserves, presents and perpetuates 
the traditional dance and music of West Africa and the African Diaspora. In 2018 Kulu Mele traveled to Cuba to study 
and develop a new dance-drama, choreographed by Dorothy Wilkie, called Ogun & the People. The Orisha, from the 
Yoruba pantheon, are embodied forces, known by their colors and behavior, and the subjects of traditional stories, or 
pataki (like this one) in which the Orishas bring their forces to bear to bring Ogun back, and rebalance the world.  
 
Experience KM’s O&tP with Aidan Un films:   
Cuba experience: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=80Kitt-zPzQ 
The pataki of Ogun & Oshun: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GQ--odSfXBw 
Meet the Orishas: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oy4v_rBYWb0 
The Ancestors Live:  https://www.youtube.com/user/KuluMeleDanceandDrum/playlists 
 
KMO&tP Publications available: http://www.kulumele/shop  
 
Kulu Mele’s Ogun & the People: Celebrating 50 years (1969-2019). Groundbreaking Kulu Mele history, transformative 
practice and relevance for this moment: 50+ voices show and tell African-centered vision, method and culture, 
affirming Black lives and many kinds of movement. 124 pp. $35 (pb) / $65 (hb) / $125 hb collector’s limited first edition.  
 
The Story of Ogun & the People. The pataki (Yoruba parable) retold in a coloring book for all ages. Illustrations by 
Damali Beatty, based on photographs of Kulu Mele in Cuba learning O&tP. 12 pp. $10. 
 
Keepsake 50th birthday commemorative poster. Elaborates the O&tP storyline and KM’s real-life version of 
rebalancing the world with love (a 50+ year timeline). Two large-scale introductions to KM culture, 
past/present/future. $10. 
 
These are among documents and tools developed through the Kulu Mele O&tP project: a forward-looking 50-year 
celebration and participatory practice. (There is also swag!) To respond, purchase, learn more, bring Kulu Mele to your 
school or community, for information about Kulu Mele classes and programs for young people and adults, and to keep 
up with what happens next with O&tP: Contact: kulumele50@kulumele.org / 484.202.0524, visit 
www.kulumele.org • Consider making a special 50-year donation in honor of Kulu Mele. • Purchase materials at 
kulumele.org/shop 
 

Ogun & the People has been supported by The Pew Center for Arts & Heritage.  
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Kulu Mele: African Dance & Drum Ensemble (1969-2019->): movement stories [an abbreviated 50th anniversary 
timeline]
[comments please: kulumele50@kulumele.org or 484-202-0524]
Key KM moments [yellow]
Key Phila cultural moments [orange]
Key cultural global / political movements & moments [green]
Illustrative moments [white] / bold names & events in KM's O&tP: celebrating 50 years (1969-2019) book [see below]
1930s-1950s: Asadata Dafora Horton (1890-1965) performs & tours African dance 
Late 1930s: Katharine Dunham establishes dance company in Chicago
1932-3: Zora Neale Hurston produces "The Great Day," staged performance of Bahamian dance in NYC
1944: Federal desegration of Philadelphia Transportation Company (PTC): precursor to SEPTA 
1945: Katharine Dunham opens Dunham School of Arts & Research in NYC

1946: Marion Cuyjet & Sydney King open Sidney-Marion School of Dance. John Hines (b. 1925) starts teaching Dunham technique there (1946). Baba Crowder among the drummers. 
1947: Dunham publishes her MA thesis as Dances of Haiti
1948/50: Pearl Primus to W. Africa with Rosenwald fellowship
1947-1948: Syvilla Fort teaches Dunham at Sidney-Marion School of Dance 
1947: Guinean Fodéba Keïta founds Les Ballets Africains  while a student in Paris 
c. 1948: Baba hears Chano Pozo w/ Dizzy Gillespie band at Academy of Music 
1950-55: Persecution of radicals & activists. Paul Robeson blacklisted. McCarthy Red scare 
Early 1950s: Dorothy Wilkie (DW) starts going to "Interpretive" (African) dance classes. John Wilkie (JW) playing
1950: Olatunji comes to US to study at Morehouse College
1951- 1970s: Uptown Theater "golden years" as N. Philly Apollo: artistic and cultural mecca
1952: Julito Collazo moves from Cuba to join Dunham company, settles NYC (1955) 
1950s: Ione Nash studies with Joe Nash & John Hines at Judimar. Nash in Saka's & Arthur's ensembles c. 1953-59->
1953: Olatunji starts drum and dance group in NYC
1953: Maya Deren publishes Divine Horsemen
1953-1959: Ghanaian Saka Acquaye comes here to study sculpture @ PA Academy of Fine Arts. Recruits musicians & dancers from Judimar (c. 1953). Establishes musical groups. Begins 
African Dance Ensemble with Robert Crowder, Ione Nash, Arthur Hall and others. 
1953-1959: Cuban Revolution
1954: Brown vs. Board of Education
1955: Emmet Till murdered 8/28/55. Montgomery bus boycott 12/5/55-12/20/56
1957: Ghana becomes independent
Late 1950s: Ladji Camara, master dancer & djembefola (from Les Ballet Africains ) settles in NYC 
1958: Guinea gains independence: Sekou Touré renames Les Ballets Africains de Guinea,  making it Africa’s first National Ballet (and sends them on a tour). Saka was here. 
1958: Arthur Hall, directing Sidney King Dance Theater, choreographs "African Sketches" based on what he learned from Saka: the start of Hall’s Afro-American Dance Ensemble
1959: Cuban Revolution. Lázaro Prieto (bass player, drummer) & mother Rita Prieto (Orisha priestess) from Matanzas come to Philadelphia, meet Baba and others.  
1959: Conjunto Folklorico de Oriente is founded: first folk group in Independent Cuba
1959: Pearl Primus presents traditional dances of Ghana, Liberia and Nigeria on stage (Baba attends)
1959: Saka Acquaye: Gold Coast Saturday Night (LP) 
1950s-1960s: Baba Crowder in NYC & Phila; meets, performs and studies with Ladji Camara, Katharine Dunham, Maya Deren, Julito Collazo, Jean Leon Destiné, and John Hines 
1959-60: Kwame Nkrumah (studied @ Lincoln) speaks at Broad & Diamond & praises Saka, Baba & Garvin 
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8/14/59 & 10/1/59 Olatunji records Drums of Passion in NYC (released 2/15/60)
1959: Melvin Deal begins African Heritage Dancers and Drummers in DC
1960: Founding meeting of SNCC
2/1/60: Greensboro 4 sit-in
1/17/61: Lumumba assassinated in Congo
May 1961: JFK begins secret operations against Vietnamese
1961-1964: Cambridge, MD: fight to desegregate public accommodations on Rt. 40
1962: Obalumi Ogunseye sent to Philadelphia by Queen Mother Moore. Starts Philadelphia Yoruba Temple 
1962: Founding convention of the Northern Student Movement (NSM)
1963: March on Washington for Jobs and Justice 
6/2/63: Medgar Evers assassinated. Arthur Hall stays home in protest, is fired: commits to dance 
11/22/63: JFK assassinated 
1964: Columbia Avenue Uprising (8/28-8/30/64). Freedom Library (Ridge Ave). Freedom Summer
August 1964: Gulf of Tonkin Resolution
c. 1964-1966: Baba Crowder goes to UCLA with Saka Acquaye who is studying/teaching opera/ theater arts
1964-1965: Civil Rights Act, Voting Rights Act, Immigration Act signed into law
1964: Freedom Summer
2/21/65: Malcolm X assassinated
1965: Johnson initiates massive bombing. US troops enter Vietnam. "Rolling Thunder": 3/2/-65 11/2/68
5/11/65-5/16/65: the Watts Rebellion
1965: Girard College protests. Black Power Unity Movement established
1966: Freedom Theater founded. Black Unity / Black Power rallies
1967: Arthur Hall teaches at Lee Cultural Center
1967: Olatunji opens Cultural Center in NYC. In CA: Grape boycott begins
11/17/67: Philadelphia student walkout and march on Board of Ed
1967: Baba plays pandeiro w/Sonny Fortune @ Last Way Out [club @ 22nd & Walnutl]
1968: Chuck Davis establishes Chuck Davis Dance Co. (NYC)
6/29/68: KuluMele Sextet performs at Muntu Cultural Festival, Fairmount Park
1968: Phila Black Panther party opens office at 1928 W. Columbia Ave.
1968: 3rd Nat'l Conference on Black Power at Church of the Advocate.  
4/4/68: MLK assassinated. Arthur Hall ensemble performs w/ Max Roach: Freedom Now  suite
1/30/68-9/23/68:  Tet offensive
6/29/68: Kulu Mele Sextet debuts: "Muntu Cultural Festival Attracts Wide Interest" Philadelphia Tribune. P. 9
12/69: First draft lottery since WWII
1969: Arthur Hall opens Ile Ife Black Humanitarian Center
1969: Reggie Schell becomes defense minister of Phila Chapter Black Panther Party
1969: Sonia Sanchez publishes Homecoming
1969: Black Emergency Cultural Coalition founded, demands representation of Black artists & curators in museums
4/4/69: Chicago Police & FBI murder Fred Hampton & Mark Clark 
1969: Robert Crowder starts Kulu Mele with Saudah Bey, Penny Marshall & others                                                                             
1969: Saka Aquaye's LP reissued as Voices of Africa: Highlife & Other Popular Music



1969-70: Rizzo's raids on Philadelphia Black Panthers
1970: Revolutionary People’s Constitutional Convention held at Temple
1970: Toni Cade Bambara publishes The Black Woman
1971-1975: Barbara Bullock directs Art Department for Hall's Ile Ife Model Cities Cultural Arts Program
1971: Dottie Wilkie (DW) & John Wilkie (JW) join Kulu Mele. Rehearsals are at Lee Cultural Center
1971, 1973: Les Ballets Africains  tours to Philadelphia with dance-dramas and djembe
1972-1978: Peache Jarman tours with Mongo Santamaria
11/14/72: Kulu Mele Dance Troupe debuts: opening new Black Arts Festival. Phila. Tribune 31 October 1972, p. 22
1972: Muntu Dance Theater founded in Chicago
1973: Roe v. Wade
1973: Paris Peace accords
1973-1976: Walter Edmonds, Richard Watson paint murals at Church of the Advocate

c. 1974:  K'shaka sends Fernando Ortiz book to Baba Crowder. Baba, JW, Adewole, Peache, Lamb and Facundo "start studying that book. And then we started studying the culture."- JW
2/14/74: Kulu Mele, "a traditional Yoruba dance troupe" performs "rituals of the Yoruba culture" in "A Black Arts Tribute to BLACK HISTORY" At Thomas Nabried Center for Marxist-
Leninist Education, 2247 N. Broad St.  (and see Phila. Tribune 12 February 1974, p.  8)
1974: ODUNDE begins (as Oshun festival): Kulu Mele performs continuously
mid-late 1970s: Peache goes to NYC, plays with Julito Collazo and Mongo Santamaria
mid-late 1970s: Gene Golden, one of Baba's NYC students, shows movies of Orisha dancing in Cuba
mid-1970s: Baba teaching African dance at Temple University. JW his drummer
1974: Barbara Smith et al write Combahee River Collective Statement
1974: Taller Puertorriqueño established. 
1974: Nixon resigns after Watergate scandal revealed
1974: Arthur Hall and 18 dancers go on 1st tour to Ghana, Togo, Nigeria. 
1975: US formally out of Viet Nam; reunification of country.
1975: African Liberation Support Committee: Africa Liberation Day 5/24/75 
1975: The Second World Black and African Festival of Art and Culture (FESTAC 1973-75), exhibit held @ Penn Museum, organized by Allen Edmunds, goes on (with same collectivity) to 
found Brandywine Workshop.
1975: Kulu Mele gets non-profit status 
1976: Cutumba forms, developing out of Conjunto Folklorico de Oriente, to focus on Oriente culture
1976: Saka Acquaye brings performers from Northern Ghana here for the city's controversial Bicenntennial celebration. Counter-demonstrations include July 4th Coalition & Rich Off Our 
Backs Coalition. Rizzo is mayor
1976: AAMP (as Afro-American Historical & Cultural Museum) founded 
6/16/76: Soweto uprising
1976: Marta Moreno Vega founds Caribbean Cultural Center African Diaspora Institute (NYC)
1976: Asona Aberade shrine (Akan culture of Ghana), established in Phila
1977: Kulu Mele performs w/ Angela Davis @ Young Workers Liberation League 3rd Nat'l Convention Rally for Youth Rights
1977: Chuck Davis begins DanceAfrica festival
1977: MOVE in Powelton. 
c. 1982-1984: Peache in LA performs in bands and olucumí ceremonies w/ Francisco Aguabella, Willie Bobo, Cal Tjader & Papa Ladji Camara
1980: Mariel boatlift: Enrique Aldama Admiral comes to Philadelphia



1981: 1st International Conference of Orisa Tradition & Culture, Ile-Ife (Nigeria)
1982: Louis Massiah begins Scribe 
1982: Yacub Addy begins Odadaa (DC)
1983: KanKouran West African Dance Co. established
1983: Maimouta Keita School of African Dance started by Marie Basse-Wiles & Olukose Wiles
1982-1984: William Powell and Enrique Aldana Admiral form the group Cumbayé with drummers JW, Facundo, Truck, Hector Rivera, Nick, Ernesto Patilla, Guillermo, and Yanqui. After six 
months, dancers joined: Carol Butcher, Evelyn Smart, Omomola Iyabumi, DW. 
c. 1985: Cumbaye's last show, at Temple University
1985: City bombs MOVE on Osage Avenue
1986: Louis Massiah and Toni Cade Bambara: The Bombing of Osage Avenue.  Hourlong documentary
1986: Traditional African American Drum Society (re)established. 
1987-1996: Africamericas Festival begun by Kofi Asante, Arthur Hall alum
1988: Benita Brown begins Spirit of Sankofa through Temple PASCEP
1985-1990: Darryl Kwasi Burgee establishes Jaasu, w/ James Marshall, Jackie Corley, Steve Jackson, Baba Crowder, JW, Arthur Driscoll, Vernon Forrest, Oyin Harris, DW, Sandy Pugh, 
Wilhemina Fisher, Fasina Wilkie
c. 1985-early 1990s: DW dances with Orlando "Puntillo" Rios' Nueva Generación
1987:  National Coalition of Blacks for Reparations in America (N'COBRA)  established
1988: Omomola Iyabunmi  starts Women's Sekere Battery @ Africamericas, evolves into Women's Sekere Society
1988: Arthur Hall (1934-2000) leaves city
1991: Jaasu disbands, Dottie starts incorporating West African dance into KM repertoire
1991: Hodari Banks and Jeannine Osayande begin Ibeji Performing Arts Company
1992: Oyin Harris-Hardy begins Troupe Da Da
1993: Leeway Foundation refocuses to support women and trans artists
1990s-2010s: "I just kept going, studying, learning stuff and putting it back."—Dottie Wilkie. Kulu Mele studies with M'Bemba Bangoura, Yusuf Kombassa and others. 
1993-1999: Dorothy WIlkie teaches Afro-Cuban dance @ African Rhythms (UPenn). [1999: Ama Schley starts]
1994: DW choreographs and (w/JW and others) presents social dances for ODUNDE's "Hucklebuck to Hip-Hop" 
1995: Baba Crowder receives a PCA Fellowship; goes with Dottie to Ghana to reconnect with Saka Acquaye
1995: DW studies Orisha dance with Xiomara Rodriquez 
1996: Darryl Kwasi Burgee creates Spoken Hand (@ Africamericas) 
1997: Barbara Bullock receives Pew Fellowship in the Arts
1998: KM apprenticeship with M'Bemba Bangoura
2000: Peache Jarman gets Pew. Peache, Baba Crowder, Dottie, Wilk, Paul, and Kenny go to Papo Angarica in Havana, Cuba. Peache receives aña drums: the first for Philadelphia
2000: Dottie Wilkie has a Senegambian dance apprenticeship in Guinea with M’Bemba Bangoura
2000: Arthur Hall passes 
2000: Kiyoshi Kuromiya passes (1943-2000): civil rights, anti-war, AIDS activist, founder Critical Path AIDS project
2000: RNC (Republic National Convention) in Philadelphia becomes opportunity for movement-building
2000: Ama Schley (& sons) join Kulu Mele
2001: Payin Schley joins KM
2001: DW goes to Santiago for Fiesta del Fuego with Osubi Craig & Nzinga Metzger. Meets Danys LaMora Perez
2002: Cutumba comes to Philadelphia for Moonstone's/Salzmann's El Festival Cubano. KM works with them. 
2003: Eddie Smallwood joins KM
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2003: DW, JW, Baba, Oyin, Okikilu & Wilk to Cuba. Company apprenticeship in Guinean dance with Tenenfig Dioubate. Kulu Mele @ Dance Africa 
2004: DW goes to Santiago, Cuba with JW & others. Apprenticeship in Senegalese dance with Assane Konte. Robert Crowder receives Pew fellowship. DW choreographs Lantern Theater 
production 
2005: Baba Crowder goes to Ghana to see Saka, Dottie and Barbara Cox go with him
2005: Ira Bond joins KM
May 26-27, 2006: Kulu Mele premieres mix of Yankadi w/hip hop @ PFP's Dance Happens Here 
2007: Saka Acquaye passes
2007: Dottie receives Pew fellowship. Trips to Santiago & Havana: Kenny, Henry, DW, Wilk
2008: KM trip to Guinea to study with M’Bemba Bangoura and Les Ballet Africains and work on Mali Sadjo
2008: Fasina Wilkie & Kia Holifield Wimmer joins KM
2008: Nana Korantema Ayeboafo (Arthur Hall company alumna) receives Pew fellowship
2009: Peache Jarman passes (12/18,/47 - 8/3/09)
2009: Renelle Hopkins, Cachet Ivey, Alakee Bethea & Tekeytha Fullwood join KM
2009-10: DW, JW go back to Havana to do ceremony. Kenny receives aña drums
2011: Black Star Film Festival starts
2012: Baba Crowder passes 
2012, 2015: Lela Aisha Jones choreographs Gathering / Undercurrent for Kulu Mele
2013: #BlackLivesMatter created by Alicia Garza, Patrisse Cullors, and Opal Tometi in response to the acquittal of Trayvon Martin’s murderer, George Zimmerman
2013: Crystal Gatling joins KM
2014: Michael Brown, Jr. murdered in Ferguson
2014 Patricia Peaches Jones joins KM
2018: Kulu Mele travels to Santiago, Cuba to develop Ogun & the People with Ballet Folklórico Cutumba
2019: 50th anniversary

Incomplete: comments to kulumele50@kulumele.org / 484.202.0524
FOR STORIES behind the dates & more information, see KM O&tP publications:
• Kulu Mele’s Ogun & the People: Celebrating 50 years (1969-2019) .  **New book published! Groundbreaking Kulu Mele history, transformative practice and relevance for this moment: 
50+ voices show and tell African-centered vision, method and culture, affirming Black lives and many kinds of movement. 124 pp. $35 (pb) / $65 (hb) / $125 collector’s editions available: 
https://kulumele.org/shop
• The Story of Ogun & the People. A coloring book for all ages. Illustrations for coloring by Damali Beatty, based on photographs of Kulu Mele in Cuba learning O&tP. The story of the 
pataki in twelve images for you to imagine. 12 pp + cover. $10 
• Keepsake 2-sided poster elaborates the O&tP storyline and KM’s real-life version of rebalancing the world with love (a 50+ year timeline).Two large-scale introductions to KM culture, 
past/present/future. 38” x 19.”  $10 
LIMITED EDITIONS: https://www.kulumele.org/shop

This timeline was produced in counterpoint to the narrative traditions told by John and Dottie Wilkie and included in KM'sO&tP (the book). The timeline is an artifact of the process, a 
product of collective labor. It is suggestive (not definitive!) and a tool for seeing KM in wider contexts. KM O&tP Project Archive includes selected documents and tools developed through 
the Kulu Mele O&tP project, a forward-looking 50-year celebration and participatory practice. (There is also swag!)  To purchase, participate, learn more, bring Kulu Mele to your school or 
community, for information about Kulu Mele classes and programs for young people and adults, and to keep up with what happens next with O&tP, visit www.kulumele.org • Consider 
making a special 50-year donation in honor of Kulu Mele. Contact: kulumele50@kulumele.org / 484.202.0524 / https:kulumele.org and find us in virtuality and here. 
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                                                                                                                  **New book published! Groundbreaking Kulu Mele history, transformative practice and relevance for this moment: 50+ voices show and tell African-centered vision, method and culture, affirming Black lives and many kinds of movement. 124 pp.
                                                         A coloring book for all ages. Illustrations for coloring by Damali Beatty, based on photographs of Kulu Mele in Cuba learning O&tP. The story of the pataki in twelve images for you to imagine. 12 pp + cover.
                                                                       elaborates the O&tP storyline and KM’s real-life version of rebalancing the world with love (a 50+ year timeline).Two large-scale introductions to KM culture, past/present/future. 38” x 19.” Free. Available for pick-up only, please call 917-238-0756.


	
This timeline was produced in counterpoint to the narrative traditions told by John and Dottie Wilkie and included in KM'sO&tP (the book). The timeline is an artifact of the process, a product of collective labor. It is suggestive (not definitive!) and a tool for seeing KM in wider contexts. KM O&tP Project Archive includes selected documents and tools developed through the Kulu Mele O&tP project, a forward-looking 50-year celebration and participatory practice. (There is also swag!) To purchase, participate, learn more, bring Kulu Mele to your school or community, for information about Kulu Mele classes and programs for young people and adults, and to keep up with what happens next with O&tP, visit www.kulumele.org • Consider making a special 50-year donation in honor of Kulu Mele. Contact: kulumele50@kulumele.org / 484.202.0524 / https:kulumele.org and find us in virtuality and here.

Kathryn Moore

Kathryn Moore

Kathryn Moore

Kathryn Moore

Kathryn Moore

Kathryn Moore
• Kulu Mele’s Ogun & the People: Celebrating 50 years (1969-2019) . 
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